Disseminated pustular dermatosis in polycythemia vera. Relationship with neutrophilic dermatosis of myeloproliferative disorders: study of neutrophil function.
An unusual case of disseminated pustular eruption associated with polycythemia vera is described. This eruption can be included in the group of neutrophilic dermatoses of myeloproliferative disorders (pyoderma gangrenosum, Sweet's syndrome). A defect in superoxide anion (O2-) generation is detected. The fact that both the clinical condition and the neutrophil function improved with the use of dapsone suggests that the O2- generation defect may play a role in the pathogenesis of the eruption. From an evolutionary standpoint, the occurrence of a neutrophilic dermatosis in polycythemia vera could be an unfavorable sign of preleukemia.